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OUR MISSION
education, Sierra Leone ranked number 11 on the list 
of countries with the lowest literacy rate in the world. 
With an estimated gross national income  (GNI) of  $340 
per capita that translates to over 72 percent of the        
population living in extreme poverty at less than $1 per 
day, the dark side of our high poverty rates and lack of 
access to education are deeply affecting the children and 
families we serve. 

Your continued partnership makes it possible to keep our 
students successful in school, giving them much needed 
hope and the prospect of a bright future.

With much gratitude,

Minkailu Jawandoh, Board Chair

EXECUTIVE TEAM
Aisha Koroma
Founder and Chief Executive Officer
Humanitarian, Youth Advocate, Social Worker and 
Mental Health Professional at Alliance 

Kafayat Ahmed, Chief Financial Officer
Gender Equality Advocate and
Finance & Accounting Professional 

Kadijah Savage, Chief Operation Officer
Youth Advocate and 
School Social and Emotional Counselor 

Dr. Nancy Adossi, Director of Development 
Youth Advocate, Scholar, Professor, Researcher, 
and CEO at Adossi Research Firm

Stella Cherono Lanat, Director of Community Outreach 
Human Rights Advocate, Scholar, and Data Analyst

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
Dr. Jaisie Stevens
Youth Development Advocate and Practicing 
Occupational Therapist
 
Minkailu Jawandor
Youth Advocate and Community Activist
 
Sarah Kamara
Community Advocate and Nurse Practitioner

Hakeem Ahmed
Youth Advocate and Engineer 

Tameka Staten
Educator, Youth Advocate and 
Senior School Counselor 

Murtala Mohamed Kamara
Youth Leader, Goodwill Ambassador,  Journalist,
Philanthropist, President of Young Entrepreneurs 
Network,and CEO of Salonejamboree

Stephen Koroma
Educator and Mental Health Professional 

Hickmatu Taylor-Kamara
Youth Advocate and Educator 

ADVISORY BOARD
MEMBERS
Isata Kallon, R.N
Community Advocate and Registered Nurse at 
West Houston Medical Center

Jacqueline Francis
Youth Advocate and Retired Educator

Shawn Zanders
Founder/Executive Director,
Champion Within Foundation

Rose Gomes
Retired Educator and Advocate for Homeless Youth

Tony Artist 
Humanitarian, Investor and Businessman

Abdullah Sallu
Youth Development Advocate, Film Maker, and Writer

Christian Longue Dessug
Youth Activist and Finance Manager 

Ibrahim Conteh
Founder/ Executive Director, Operation Help Now

Rosaline Wiseman
Community Advocate and Founder of Women Initiative for 
Self-Sustainability and Empowerment (WISSE)

Janet Rogers
Youth Advocate and Nursing Professional 

Abu Badie Conteh
Community Advocate and Educator  

Since 2014, our mission has never wavered: to provide 
opportunities that aid in making quality education 
accessible and equitable for children in African villages, 
slums, and other deprived communities. Our program 
serves as a consistent support system to underprivileged 
students who see no other way out of poverty but through 
education. We bring the tools they need to succeed 
academically and in life.

Thanks to your indispensable support, Lift a Village has 
enhanced educational opportunities for over 940 children 
from kindergarten through twelfth grade in eight Sierra 
Leonean underserved communities in 2016. Your invest-
ment comes at a critical time—With the national literacy 
rate at 43.3 % and more than one third of school aged 
children being out of school due to lack of access to 

OUR MISSION
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TRANSFORMING

LIVES 
THROUGH 
EDUCATION

In a world of alternative truths, it becomes harder 
to have confidence in the future. During moments of     
uncertainty, we cling to elements of stability—a home, 
food on the table, a job or school to go to every day, and 
supportive family and friends. Yet more than half a million 
children in Sierra Leone do not live in suitable conditions, 
let alone stable homes that guarantee food on the table. 
More than thirty percent do not go to school, and many 
have no one to encourage them. With minimal support 
for education from the government, the future of our 
most disadvantaged children is precarious. Lift a Village 
is needed more than ever to help the most vulnerable 
and fragile members of our society: children yearning for 
education to escape poverty. If we do not focus on their 
education, who will? We are honored to be supported by 
so many long-time donors, new friends and champions, 
volunteers and all our partners who believe in our mission 
and invest in our students. Thanks to all of you, we 
achieved our key strategic objectives in 2016: to provide 
fifty percent more school supplies, to serve at least 
five communities in Sierra Leone, and to provide more 
opportunities for children to become leaders in 
their communities. 

We provided 943 students with backpacks filled with 
school supplies, distributed 1,018 hygiene packages, 
clothed 757 children; served 384 students breakfast     
and lunch; partnered with 10 schools; awarded 10  
scholarships, hosted and sponsored 1 youth empower-
ment debate; raised over $10,000; increased our 
volunteer force to 16 individuals (10 in Sierra Leone and 
6 in the US); re-designed our program model; expanded 
our service areas; and embarked on a new project for 
children in slums.

 
During these unprecedented times, Lift a Village will 
continue to seek out innovative solutions to reduce the 
gaps in poor children’s education. We will continue to 
empower children to create a safe, hopeful and produc-
tive future. Our community of volunteers, donors, 
supporters, partners, and board members makes us 
the unique organization we are—the only organiza-
tion in the area using a holistic approach to tackle the 
educational needs of children. 

Through your support you have given hope, encour-
agement and comfort to our children, their families, 
communities, and to me. With your continuous support 
throughout 2017, Lift a Village will continue to impact 
communities on a greater scale. 

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart. 

Aisha Koroma, Founder and Chief Executive Officer

TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH EDUCATION
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THE
NEED



13LIFT A VILLAGE, INC. 2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Out of SchoolIn School

67%

43%

SIERRA LEONE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Extreme PovertyMiddle Class

IlliterateLiterate

SIERRA LEONE POVERTY LEVEL

SIERRA LEONE LITERACY RATE

72%

28%

43%

57%

THE NEED



15LIFT A VILLAGE, INC. 2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Hygiene Packages Distributed

Essentials-filled Backpacks Provided

Children and Families Clothed

Students Fed

Scholarships Awarded

Volunteers Hosted

Schools Partnered With

Communities Impacted

Sponsored the 1st Annual 
African Child’s Day Debate

OUR MILESTONES

1st

OUR MILESTONES
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OUR IMPACT
We asked key stakeholders (children, parents, educators, 
community members, donors, and volunteers) to share their feed-
back about Lift a Village and here what they had to say….

“Non-Profit Organizations like this are what we need in our communi-
ties. Education empowers and provides opportunities and that’s what 
Lift a Village is doing for our children.”
- Abdul Kabia, Teacher, DEC Primary School, Lal Banka Village 

“I have always referred to my students as the “pen army” and we are 
glad that Lift a Village is helping our students fight their way out of pov-
erty with education” 
– Mohamed Silla, Principal, Services Primary School, Kabala

“Our community is one of the most underserved in the nation and we 
are blessed to have an organization like Lift a Village to be a voice for 
the children and people of Kroo Bay.”
- Chief Amadu Kargbo, Chief of Kroo Bay

“For an entire year I sat in pain not knowing if my twin boys will ever 
have the opportunity to return to school after missing an entire year due 
to financial difficulty. But with the scholarship they received from Lift a 
Village, I know that their future is bright and I worry less now.”  
- Mariama Barrie, Mother of Alusine and Hasaan Sall, Kissy Road Freetown. 

“I feel blessed to be one of the chosen students for the Lift a Village 
Scholarship. This opportunity has given me the tool I need to strive for a 
better life for myself and my family. Thank you.”
- Kadiatu Kargbo, 17, Student Kroo Bay 

 “I have been giving to Lift a Village for over three years because I know 
their work is making an impact in the lives of so many children in Africa. 
I love their transparency and holistic approach. Every year when I see 
the impact of my contribution in pictures, it melts my heart. I will con-
tinue to give because I know exactly what my donation does: securing a 
future for the child I sponsor.”
- Janet Rogers, Donor, Houston, TX. 

“Volunteering for Lift a Village gives me a sense of pride and purpose 
that we are able to make a difference in these amazing children’s lives.”
- Faith, Volunteer, Austin, Texas

OUR IMPACT
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Every day generous individuals like you 
give hope and comfort to students like 

Alhassan, Alusine, Kadiatu, Beyonce, 
Safiatu and Ibrahim Kamara.

In June 2016, when Shawn Zanders, Founder and 
Executive Director of Champion Within Foundation heard 
the story of 20 year old twin brothers forced to stay home 
an entire year without going to school, he immediately 
asked how he could help. Alusine and Alhassan Sall 
are third and fourth of 11 children in a polygamy family. 
Their mother has six boys and their step-mother has two 
boys and three girls. The twins were set to wait their turn 
to continue their education because their father, a local 
trader could not afford to send all of his 11 children to 
school at the same time. With the generous donation of 
Shawn Zanders and the Champion Within Foundation, the 
twins were awarded the Lift a Village Academic Scholar-
ship and are back in school and on their way to pursue 
their dreams of becoming Doctors. Thank you Shawn 
Zanders for transforming the lives of the Sall brothers.

In April 2016, Mavis Miller said she wanted to help send 
a little girl to school for an entire year and with her 
donation, Beyonce Kabia, a 3rd grader had the opportu-
nity to explore through education for another year. In 
2017, Beyonce was sponsored by Brandy Rucker and was 
given another opportunity to continue her education  and 
a shot at a better life. The 3rd grader will soon be moved 
from her deprived community in Lal-Banka Village to the 
capital city of Freetown where she will be taken cared of 
by one of Lift a Village’s host families. 

When Edith Turner heard about the mission of Lift a 
Village, she wasted no time in sponsoring two students 
for an entire year. Thanks to Edith, Safiatu Sall and     
Ibrahim Kamara were given another year to hope and 
dream for a better future.

Meet Kadiatu Kamara, a strong, intelligent young lady 
from one of West Africa’s most impoverished communi-
ties, Kroo Bay, Sierra Leone. Our team met this brave 
young lady in May 2016 and had the opportunity to hear 
her story. Kadiatu Kargbo is 17 years old with big dreams, 
but those dreams were shattered after losing her father 
to Ebola in 2014. As a result of her father’s death, Kadiatu 
was not able to attend school for 2 years because her 
mother couldn’t afford to pay her school fees. The family 
survived on selling “banana cakes” and mangos in Kroo 
Bay and Kadiatu had lost sight of her dream of becoming 
an Accountant. Thankfully, with support from  generous 
donors like you, Kadiatu was awarded a Lift a Village 
2016-2017 Academic Scholarship and is now back in 
school and breaking down walls in her community and 
is now a Lift A Village Youth Ambassador advocating for 
children in slums.

STORIES OF 
SPONSORSHIP

OUR IMPACT
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Your wonderful generosity means we can continue to 
transform lives through education. In 2016, you helped us 
collect $10,271 in monetary and in-kind donations—that’s  
an increase of 69% from last year which we put to good 
use; improving our program services and infrastructure 
and contributing 82 cents of every dollar you donated in 
order to improve and expand our programs for the benefit 
of the children.

FINANCIAL
RESULTS

MarketingAdministrationPrograms & Services

EXPENSES

Organizations

Corporation/Corporation Foundations

Special Events

Material Donations

REVENUE & SUPPORT

13%

82%

5%

90%

1%

3%

6%

FINANCIAL RESULTS
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Edith Tuner

Janet Rogers

Jacqueline Francis

Fatmata P. Bangura

Mavis Miller

Edith Tuner

Stephen Koroma 

Yudith Soto

Tony Atis

Massah Sherrif

Rodney Wiiliams

Shawn Zanders

Imperfectly You

Lucy Lundford

Stephanie Gomes

Aisha Locett

Brandy Rucker

Jose Sanchez

Isaac Sanchez

One Bad Apple Production

Network for Good

4Imprint

Amazon Smile

GoFundMe

Aramark

Champion Within Foundation

We are honored to be supported by long-time donors, 
new friends and supporters, and all of our partners who 
believe in our mission and invested in our students. Our 
ability to serve children in villages and slums strongly relies 
on generous, committed supporters like you. Thank you 
and we look forward to continuing our work with you by 
our side in 2017.

OUR DONORS,
SPONSORS, & PARTNERS

FINANCIAL RESULTS
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